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DANCINGWITH
BLUE: JARDIN }
MAJORELLE '

INTHE BACK STREETS : :

OF THE RED CITY OF

MARRAKECH LIES A 37 a \/ ‘ e ra S
HIDDEN OASIS OF BLUE. -

WITH THEMAGIC TOUCH
OF JACQUES MAJORELLE,
YVESSAINT LAURENT
AND PIERRE BERGE, THE
GARDEN'S CURRENT
FORM IS A LIVING WORK
OF ART INTHE CENTRE
OF MARRAKECH.
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Kirmizi schir Marakes’in
arka sokaklarinda masmavi
bir vaha gizli. Jacques
Maijorelle, Yves Saint Laurent
ve Pierre Bergé'nin sihirli
dokunuslariyla simdiki halini
almis baE(;e, adeta Marakes’in
yasayan sanat eseri.
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Marakes’in rengi kizila ¢calan
sokaklarinda yiirtiyorum. Sehrin hizli
ritmine ayak uydurmaya ¢alisiyorum
ama nafile... Kesmekesten biraz olsun
kacip dingin ruh halime uygun bir siginak
bulmam sart. Fash arkadagim Lamia
imdadima yetigiyor: “Seni Marakeg’in
vahasina gotiirecegim” diyor kararl

bir giiliimsemeyle. Hi¢ sorgulamadan
Lamia’nin pesine takiliyorum. Bu kadar
kendinden emin olugunun mutlaka bir
sebebi olmali. Marakesli taksicilerin
“Oraya asla yiiriiyerek gidilmez”
demelerine kulak asmiyor, hizla
arginliyoruz sokaklari. Ve vaktin durdugu
oyerin, Jardin Majorelle’in kapisina
variyoruz. Yiiksek bah¢e duvarlarindan
iceriyi gérmek imkéansiz. Merakim daha
dakameilaniyor.

Kapidan girer girmez, sehrin giiriiltiisii
bigak gibi kesiliyor ve bunun yerini
biilbiil, kumru ve sercelerin -ve bahcede
yasayan onlarca diger kugun- civiltilar:
aliyor.

Gihirli sayilar

600.000
Fas’in en populer turistik merkezlerinden biri olan Jardin
Majorelle’i bir yil boyunca ziyaret eden turist sayisi
300

Jardin Majorelle’deki toplam bitki ttrd

20

R ee——

Bahcenin, icindeki bitkilerin, cesmelerin ve havuzlarin
bakimi i¢in ¢alisan bahcivanlarin sayisi
2011
Jardin Majorelle’in villasinin giris katindaki ‘Berberi
Mdizesi’'nin acilis yili
14
Jardin Majorelle’e Turk Lirasi cinsinden giris Gcreti
2.8
Marakes'in Unlt meydani Jemaa El Fna'nin Jardin

\ Majorelle’e kilometre cinsinden uzakhgi

10+ JETLIFE - HAZIRAN-JUNE 2014

GARPICI GiVIT MAVisi

Bahgenin tamamina mavinin farkl
tonlar1 -ama 6zellikle ¢ivit mavisi-
hékim. Yaklagik bir hektarlik bah¢enin
her bir késesinde, mekanin kurucusu
Jacques Majorelle’in diinyanin dort

bir yanindan bizzat tagidig1 yiizlerce
bitki tiirii ile zenginlesmis: palmiyeler,
bambular, hindistancevizi, servi,

muz, s6giit ve ke¢iboynuzu agaclar:

var. Lamia bana bah¢enin havuzunda
narince yiizen niliifer ve Asya lotuslarini
gosteriyor. Marakes’in ¢ol renkleriyle
nasil da keskin bir zithik olugturuyorlar!
Merkezdeki kare havuzun ¢esmesinden
sir1l sir1l akan suyun sesi, bahgenin diger
seslerine karisiyor. Zaman, bambagka
bir form aliyor. Jardin Majorelle, Fas'in
en fazla ziyaretci ceken noktalarindan
biri ve bunun nedenini anlamak hic de
zor degil. Zira bence, Jardin Majorelle,
dinginligi ve kesfetme arzusunu bir
arada ve bu denli yogun yasatabilen
diinya tizerindeki ender mekéanlardan.

JARDIN MAJORELLE TARIHi

« Jardin Majorelle’in hikéyesi,

Fransiz ressam Jacques Majorelle’in
1922°deki ziyaretinde kalbini kaptirdigi
Marakes’te, 1923’te sehrin sinirindaki
bir palmiyeligi satin almasiyla bagladu.
Majorelle, 6ncelikle Berberi ve ‘art deco’
mimari tarzindaki villasini yaptirdy;
burasini hem evi hem de at6lyesi olarak
kullanacakt.

¢ Resme oldugu kadar botanige de ilgi
duyan Jacques Majorelle, villasimin
etrafina fslam kiiltiiriinden ve tropik
bahgelerden ilham alarak &zel bir bahge
kurmaya karar verdi. Seyahatleri boyunca
aklinda hep geride biraktigi bahgesini
nasil daha fazla zenginlestirebilecegi
sorusu vardi. Bahgesinin dort bir yanini
Pasifik, Afrika ve Hindistan kokenli aga¢
ve ciceklerle donatti.

« Jacques Majorelle, ileride Marakes’in
karakterini de yakindan etkileyecek ¢ivit
mavisini bah¢enin rengi yaptiginda yil
1937’ydi. Once villasimin duvarlarini,
sonra da bahc¢enin cesitli kisimlarim

bu renge boyayarak kisisel tarihinin en
giizel tablosunu da yaratmis oldu.

« Talihsiz bir trafik kazas1 geciren
Majorelle bir daha hi¢ ayrilmamak iizere
1962 yilinda Paris’e dondii. Boylece
Majorelle’in kirk y1l boyunca emek
verdigi Jardin Majorelle, uzun bir siire
kaderine terk edildi.

« Iki {inlii isim bahceyi yok olmaktan
kurtardi: Yves Saint Laurent ve Pierre
Bergé. Onlar1 asil bagtan ¢ikaran sey,
Henri Matisse’in tablolarindan firlamig
gibi goriinen bu bah¢edeki renklerin
muhtesem uyumuydu. 1980 yilinda
bahgeyi satin alarak bir otel kompleksine
doniismesine engel oldular. Ortak bir
hedefte birlesmislerdi: “Majorelle’i,
Jacques Majorelle’in diinya goriisiine
saygiyla olabilecek en giizel bahceye
doniistiirmek...”
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« Laurent ve Bergé, ‘Oasis’ (vaha) olarak
adlandirdiklar bahgenin villasinda
yasadilar ve giizelliginden herkes ilham
alabilsin diye Jardin Majorelle’i halka
acik tuttular.

¢ 2008’de Paris’te hayata gozlerini
yuman Yves Saint Laurent’in kiilleri,
Jardin Majorelle’deki giillerin dibine
sacildi.
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NEDEN ZiYARET EDELIM?

Ug sanatcinin yasayan bir sanat eserine déniistiirdiigii Jardin Majorelle’i ziyaret
etmenin say1siz nedeninden birkaci...

* Beg farkli kitadan getirilmis egzotik bitkilerin, farkli mimari stillerin, zarif cesme
ve havuzlarin, en 6nemlisi de goz alic1 renklerin uyum icindeki dansina tanik olmak.
« Eskiden Jacques Majorelle’in atolyesi olan Berberi Miizesi'ni ziyaret etmek. Zira
Kuzey Afrika’nin en eski topluluklarindan olan Berberilere ait 600’e yakin objeyi
iceren, fotograf, film ve miiziklerle zenginlestirilmis bu miizede onlar1 her yonleriyle
taniyacaksiniz.

« Miizenin kitabevindeki kitaplara goz atmak. Oyle ki burada Fas’a dair akliniza gelen
her konuda kitap var. “Mimari, sanat ve zanaat dallar, tasarim, fotograf ve Yves Saint
Laurent hakkinda merak ettiklerim var” diyorsaniz hemen kitabevinin kapisim
tiklatin.

«’70’lerden sonra Yves Saint Laurent’in arkadaslar1 icin tasarladig, ‘love’ kelimesi
etrafinda gekillenen kolajlarin sergilendigi ‘Love Galerisi'ni gezmek.

* Ziyaretinizin sonunda bahgenin i¢cindeki Bousafsaf Kafe’de keyifle nane ¢cayinizi
yudumlamak.

1JACQUES MAJORELLE
2 VVES SAINT LAURENT
3 PIERRE BERGE
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wander through the reddish streets of
Marrakech, doing my best to keep up
with the fast pace of the city but to no
avail... I desperately need to escape,
at least for a while, from the hustle
and bustle and find a shelter that
matches the calmness of my mood.
My Moroccan friend Lamia comes to

my rescue: “I am going to take you to
the oasis of Marrakech,” she says with a
determined smile. I follow her without
question; there must be a reason for

her complete self-confidence. Without
paying any attention to the Moroccan
taxi drivers who say, “You can’t get there
on foot,” we stride quickly through the
streets, finally reaching the gates of
Jardin Majorelle, a place where time
stands still. It is impossible to see inside
the garden for the high garden walls that
surround it and this piques my curiosity
even further.

As soon as we pass through the gate

the sounds of the city come to an

abrupt halt, replaced by the song of
nightingales, doves, sparrows and the
dozens of other birds that live in the
garden.

STRIKING INDIGO BLUE

The garden is dominated by all shades
of blue, but particularly indigo. Every
corner of the garden, which measures
around one hectare, is covered with
hundreds of plants brought from around
the world by Jacques Majorelle: there
are palm, coconut, cypress, banana,
willow and carob trees, and bamboo.
Lamia shows me the water lilies and
Indian lotus that float elegantly on the
surface of the garden’s pond. They form
asharp juxtaposition with the desert
tones of Marrakech. The sound of the
trickling water from the fountain in

the square pool at the garden’s centre
blends with the other sounds of the
garden, and time takes on a completely
different form. Jardin Majorelle is

one of Morocco’s most popular tourist
attractions and it isn’t hard to see why.
Because if you ask me, Jardin Majorelle
is one of the rare places in the world
that allows you to experience serenity
and the desire for discovery at such a
profound level.
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THE HISTORY OF JARDIN MAJORELLE

* The story of Jardin Majorelle began in 1923 when French artist Jacques Majorelle
bought a palm grove on the edge of Marrakech, a city that he had visited and fell in
love with the previous year. Here he constructed a villa in the Berber and Art Deco
style, which he used as both his house and his studio.

« Jacques Majorelle was as interested in botany as he was in art, and he decided

to create a special garden around his villa inspired by Islamic culture and tropical
gardens. During trips abroad he always thought about how he could further develop
his garden, bringing back trees and flowers of Pacific, African and Indian origin from
around the world.

« It was in 1937 that Jacques Majorelle made indigo blue the colour of his garden, a
colour that would profoundly affect the character of Marrakech. First he painted the
villa walls this colour, followed by various sections of the garden, creating the most
beautiful work of art of his personal history.

« Following an unfortunate traffic accident, Majorelle returned to Paris in 1962,
never to return. And so, Jardin Majorelle, the garden to which he had dedicated forty
years of hard work, was abandoned to its fate for many years.

« It was two famous personalities that saved the garden from ruin: Yves Saint
Laurent and Pierre Bergé. What attracted them was the incredible harmony of
colours in this garden, which seemed to be straight out of a Henri Matisse painting.
They bought the garden in 1980, preventing it from being turned into a hotel
complex. They came together around a mutual aim: “To make the Jardin Majorelle
become the most beautiful garden - by respecting the vision of Jacques Majorelle.”
 Laurent and Bergé lived in the villa of the garden, which they renamed ‘Villa Oasis’,
and opened Jardin Majorelle to the public so that it could be an inspiration for all.

* The ashes of Yves Saint Laurent, who passed away in Paris in 2008, were scattered
in the rose garden of Jardin Majorelle.
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600,000
The annual number of visi-
tors to Jardin Majorelle, one of
Morocco’s most popular tourist
attractions
300
The total number of plant spe-
cies in Jardin Majorelle

The number of gardeners work-

ing on the maintenance of the

garden, plants, fountains and

pools

2011

The year that the ‘Berber Mu-

seum’ on the ground floor of the

villa in Jardin Majorelle opened

4.50

The entrance fee to Jardin Ma-

jorelle in Euro

28

The distance in kilometres from

Marrakech’s famous Jemaa El
wa to Jardin Majorelle J
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WHY SHOULD WE VISIT?
Here we give you just a few of the countless reasons to visit
Jardin Majorelle, a garden transformed by three artists into a
living work of art...
» Witness the harmonious dance of exotic plants brought from
five different continents, a range of different architectural
styles, the elegant fountains and pools and, most importantly,
the eye-catching colours.
« Visit the Berber Museum, previously the studio of Jacques
Majorelle. Here you will learn all about the Berber people, one
of the oldest tribes of North Africa, through over 600 objects as
well as photographs, films and music.
« Leaf through the books in the museum’s library. Here, there
are books on every subject relating to Morocco that you can
imagine. If you are interested in architecture, arts and crafts,
design, photography or Yves Saint Laurent, head straight for
the doors of the library.
« Visit the ‘Galerie Love’, where collages based around
the word ‘love’, created by Yves Saint Laurent for his
friends are exhibited. -
« Sip on a delicious mint tea in the garden’s
Café Bousafsaf at the end of your visit. ¥
&
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YVES SAINT LAURENT

YEMEK/FOOD

Le Foundouk

Jardin Majorelle ziyaretinizi iyi bir
yemekle taglandirmaya ne dersiniz?
Cevabiniz “Evet” ise Afro-barok
stilindeki iki asirlik bir kervansarayin
icinde hizmet veren Le Foundouk’a
mutlaka ugrayin.

Would you like to crown your

visit to Jardin Majorelle with a
delicious meal? If your answer is
yes, make sure you pay a trip to Le
Foundouk, located in a 200-year
old caravanserai in the Afro-
Baroque style

www.foundouk.com

Pepe Nero

Fas ve Italyan mutfaklarinin
leziz 6rnekleri tadabileceginiz
Pepe Nero’nun ambiyansi da
takdire sayan. Marakes’in Ust
sinif gastronomisine tanik olmak
isteyenler kagirmamali.

Pepe Nero, where you can taste
delicious examples of Moroccan
and Italian cuisine, also has a
wonderful atmosphere. Anyone
who wants to taste Marrakech’s
haute cuisine shouldn’t miss out.
www.pepenero-marrakech.com
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KONAKLAMA/ACCOMODATION
Riad Melhoun

Jamaa El Fna Meydani’na yurime
mesafesinde bulunan ve bir saray
konforu vaat eden Riad Melhoun’da
kalirken, kendinizi Fas Kralligrnin
prensesi/prensi sanabilirsiniz. Fazla
kaptirmamaya dikkat edin!

Located within walking distance

of Jemaa El Fna, Riad Melhoun
promises you the comfort of a
palace; when you stay here you
could almost imagine that you are
prince or princess of the Moroccan
royalty. Make sure you don’t get
too carried away!
www.riad-melhoun.com

Riad I’Orangeraie

Terasina ¢ikin ve Marakes'in
muhtesem manzarasinda
kendinizden gecin. Her odanin
farkli sekilde dekore edildigi bu
otelde simarmaya hazir olun.

Go up to the roof terrace and be
carried away by the incredible view
over Marrakech. Be prepared to be
spoiled in this hotel that features
different décor in every room.
www.riadorangeraie.com




