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Dogubayazit'in masal evi

Ishakpasa

Sarav

Dogubayazit’s fairytale house
Ishakpasa Palace
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DOGUBAYAZIT'S
FAIRYTALE HOUSE:
ISHAKPASA
PALACE

THE VERY NAME OF DOGUBAYAZIT,
ITS LOCATION AND HISTORICAL
REPUTATION ARE ENOUGH TO
TAKE YOU ON A DREAM-LIKE
JOURNEY. THE MOMENT YOU

SET EYES ON ISHAKPASA PALACE
YOU FEEL AS IF YOU'VE STEPPED
INTO A MOST BEAUTIFUL LAND

OF LEGENDS. READ THE STORY

OF THIS MAGNIFICENT PALACE
HERE AND THEN GO AND VISIT THE
PALACE AND LET IT TELL YOU THE
STORY FOR ITSELF...
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DOGUBAYAZIT'IN MASAL EVi:

ishﬂkpa§a Sarav

DOGUBAYAZIT'IN ADI BILE, KONUMU VE TARIHI ITIBARIYLA Sizi DUSSEL BIR
YOLCULUGA CIKARABILIR. ISHAKPASA SARAYI'NI GORDUGUNUZDE DE EN GUZEL
MASALLAR DIYARINA ADIM ATARSINIZ. BU MUHTESEM SARAYIN HIKAYESINI ONCE
BIZDEN, SONRA GIDIiP SARAYIN KENDISINDEN DINLEYIN

YAZI - WORDS: SEDA MESELI ALLARD / FOTOGRAFLAR - PHOTOS: XAVIER ALLARD

6zlerinizi kapatip Anadolu
topraklarinin en dogu ucunu
getirin hayalinize. Ufuk tarafina
baktigimizda 5.137 metre
yukseklikteki hagmetli Agr1
Dagy ile bulugsun bakiglarimz.
Gozleriniz kamagmig halde
baginizi 6biir yana gevirin

zda, bir kartal yuvasmin yiizlerce kez

ribi duran, taga oyulmug Ishakpasa

p Dogubayazit’in benzersiz mistik

leceksiniz iginizde... Zannedersiniz

glar taglar dile gelip efsunlu masallar

ak kulagimiza.

lose your eyes and let your imagination
take you to the most Easterly point of
Anatolia. When you look at the horizon
your eyes will meet the majestic Mount
Agni (Mt. Ararat) standing at 5137m
tall. Now turn your dazzled eyes in
the other direction and you will see in
front of you Ishakpasa Palace, hewn
from the stone and resembling an eagle’s nest that has been
magnified hundreds of times. Looking at it you will feel the
incomparable mysterious atmosphere of Dogubayazit stirring
within you... You will even suppose that at any moment
the mountains and rocks will begin to speak and whisper
spellbinding tales into your ear.

—
- -
-
4
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CAMLI
RESTORASYON

Kasim 2010'da
baglayan ishakpasa
Saray restorasyonu,
Mayis 2013'te bitti.
Yapinin Gstline
yerlestirilen cam
kaplama ile sarayin
nem ve sicagin
olumsuz etkilerinden
korunmasi
hedeflenmis.

IGLAZING
RESTORATION

The restoration of
Ishakpasa Palace
began in November
2010 and was
completed in May
2013. Itis hoped the
glass coating applied
to the building will
help protect the
palace from the
detrimental forces of
damp and heat.

Tam da bu nedenlerle, kutsal kitaplara konu
olmug soylencelerin pesine diisiip kitalar 6tesinden
Dogubayazit’a gelenlerin sayis hi¢ de az degil...
Nuh’un Gemisi’nin Agr1 Dagi'nda sakl olduguna,
dagin bir bélgesinin gemi iskeleti seklini aldigina
inanan yiizlercesi, her yil bu topraklara dogru yol

aliyor. Burada bir geminin varligina isaret eden
inandiric1 herhangi bir seye ulagilmamug olsa da,
arkalaria sponsor destegi alan ¢ok sayida aragtirmaci
ve merakli tirmanis, kazi ve film ekipmanlariyla Nuh’un
ve gemisinin izini siirmeye devam ediyor. Ishakpaga
Saray1 ise biitin bu séylencelerin yam baginda, onlarin
bir parcas: gibi yiikseliyor.

BiR VARMIS BiR YOKMUS...

Sadece Dogubayazit’in degil tim dogunun en nefes
kesici yapist Ishakpasa Sarayr'ni gezmek i¢in ne

bir rehbere ihtiyaciniz var ne de bir yol gosterene.
Sarayin yapimina 1685 yilinda Colak Abdi Pasa
tarafindan baslansa da tamamlanmasi oglu Ishak
Paga zamanina denk diigmiis. Dedik ya “Masallar
kol geziyor Dogubayazit’ta” diye; nedeni bu mudur
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It is for exactly these reasons that great numbers have
journeyed to Dogubayazit from far-off continents, some of
them following and seeking the legends laid down in the holy
books... Every year hundreds of people set off for these lands
believing that Noah’s Ark is hidden somewhere on Mount
Agni or that one section of the mountain resembles the outline
of a ship’s hull. Even though there is no definitive proof
showing the presence of a large boat here, a great number of
researchers and interested parties with sponsors backing them
come to follow the quest for Noah’s Ark, armed with climbing,
excavation and filming equipment. As for ishakpasa Palace, it
stands on alongside all of these legends, as if it is part of them.

ONCE UPON A TIME...

The Ishakpasa Palace is not just the most breath-taking
building in Dogubayazit, but in the whole of the East of
Turkey and you don’t need a guide to show you round,
nor anyone to lead the way. The building of the palace
was begun in 1685 by Colak Abdi Pasa and was finished
in the time of his son, Ishak Pasa. We mentioned earlier
that Dogubayazit would not be out of place in a fairy
tale and perhaps this is why it took 99 years to build this

BOL SURPRIZLI KESFINIZE, SARAYIN DOGU
TARAFINA DUSEN -BIR ZAMANLAR ALTIN
KAPLAMALI- NAKISLI TAS KAPIDAN ICERI
SUZULEREK BASLAYABILIRSINIZ

YOU COULD BEGIN YOUR DISCOVERY,
WHICH WILL BE FILLED TO THE BRIM
WITH SURPRISES, BY SLIPPING IN
THROUGH THE ORNAMENTAL STONE
DOORWAY WHICH WAS ONCE
GOLD-PLATED AND WHICH IS
SITUATED ON THE EASTERN
SIDE OF THE PALACE

<
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bilinmez ama yapimi 99 yil stirmiis bu sarayin.
Sonugsa bir rivayete gore dénemin Osmanl
padisahini dahi shak Pasa’yr azlettirecek kadar
kiskandiran gérkemli ve esi bulunmaz bir eser. Bir
bagka rivayet de, o zamanki adiyla ‘Bayazit’ sinir
sehrinin, bolluk ve zenginliginin tamamini parmak
sirtan bu saraya akittigi. 7.600 metrekarelik alana
kurulmug 366 odalik Osmanl, Sel¢uklu, Fars,
Giircii ve Ermeni mimarisinin izlerini bir arada
tagtyan bu saray, hala ziyaretcilerinin hayranlik
dolu bakiglarina sahit oluyorsa sebebi budur
muhtemelen...

Peki, nereden baglamali bu essiz yapiy: tanimaya?
Saraym dogu tarafina diigen -bir zamanlar altin
kaplamali- nakigh tag kapidan igeri siiziilerek
baslayabilirsiniz bol siirprizli kesfinize. Ieri
girdiginizde éncelikle ‘biderun’ denen birinci avlu
kargilayacak sizi. Avlunun etrafinda siralanan
bélimler; zamaninda bir muslugundan su,
digerinden siit akan saray ¢esmesi, nobetgi odast,
bekleme odasi ve son olarak da zindan, bir sonraki
avluya gore daha fazla tahrip gérmiis. Kapali alan
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1) ISHAKPASA'NIN 'ENDERUN' DA DENILEN IG AVLUSU / ISHAKPASA'S INNER COURTYARD,
KNOWN ALSO AS ‘ENDERUN’

2) SARAYIN CAMISININ KUBBESI / PALACE'S MOSQUE'S DOME

3) ISHAKPASA SARAYI'NIN ICINDE BULUNAN 17. YUZYIL OSMANLI TAS iSGILIGININ EN GUZEL
ORNEKLERINDEN BIRi / ONE OF THE BEST EXAMPLES OF 17TH CENTURY OTTOMAN STONE
DRESSING OF ISHAKPASA PALACE

TAMAMI
TASTAN...
ishakpasa Sarayi,
17. ylzyil Osmanli
tas isciligi ve hat
sanati Orneklerine
ev sahipligi yapiyor.
'Silts'le yazilmig
ayetler de sarayin
duvarlarini stsliyor.

The Ishakpasa Palace
is home to examples
of the art of 17th
Century Ottoman
stone dressing and
calligraphy. Verses of
the Koran decorate
the walls, written

in the calligraphic
'stilis’ style of
inscription.

palace. The end result was so splended and unique that
it is rumoured the reigning Ottoman Sultan removed
Ishak Pasa from his post out of jealousy. Another rumour
tells of all the great wealth and riches of the border city
then known as ‘Bayazit’ pouring into this astonishingly
beautiful palace. In this palace which covers an area of
7,600 square metres and contains 366 rooms you can find,
all in one place, traces of architecture from the Ottoman
and Seljuk periods, as well as the architecture of Persia,
Georgia and Armenia and this is most likely the reason
why visitors continue to gaze in wonder at its beauty...
So, where does one begin to get to know this incomparable
building? You could begin your discovery, which will be
filled to the brim with surprises, by slipping in through the
ornamental stone doorway which was once gold-plated and
which is situated on the eastern side of the palace. Once
inside you will be greeted by the first courtyard, known as
the ‘biderun’. The courtyard is surrounded by rooms. There
are the two taps on the palace fountain which, in their
heyday, ran water and milk respectively. Surrounding the
courtyard are the watchman’s room, a waiting room and a
prison. This courtyard is in a worse state of repair than the

i Bl By,

korkusu olanlara pek de ¢ekici gelmeyecek alt odali
zindanda birka¢ dakika dahi durmak, bir zamanlar
burada hapsedilmisler i¢in i¢inizin acimasina yetiyor da
artiyor. Sarayin asil etkileyici yapilar: ise ikinci avluda
gizli. Ishakpasa, giizelliklerini yavas yavas sunuyor
zlyaretgilerine.

Kesfe devam etmek igin yanlar iglemeli 10 metrelik
yiiksek bir kapidan gecilerek i¢ avluya, ‘enderun’a
gecebilirsiniz. Iste o zaman kapali kapilar ardindaki
cami, harem, agevi, esigi basiimaktan iyice erimig
kutiphane, tirbe, divan salonu, saray hizmetlilerinin
ve misafirlerin odalari, sakh kalmis yiizlerini bir

bir géstermeye baghyor. Akla ilk gelen sorulardan
biri, “Sarp kayanin iistine Dogubayazit gibi soguk
iklimli bir yerde kurulmug bu devasa tag yap: nasil
1s1tilmig?” oluyor. Iste bu konuda da benzerlerine

fark atiyor Ishakpaga. Odalardaki tag ocaklarda
bulunan bogluklardan anlagilacag tizere, burasi
merkezi bir sistemle 1s1tilmug. Kimilerine gore ise
Ishakpasa, diinyanin ilk merkezi 1sitma sisteminin
denendigi yap1. Tahmin edersiniz ki, bugiin normal
kargilayabilecegimiz bu durum, uygulandig: dénem igin
buiytik bir mimari bagar: ve liiks...

Sarayn afetlerden ve fetihlerden en az zarar gérmiis
kismi, caminin i¢ kisminin iglemeleri, insant Gi¢ asir

ULASIM

Dogubayazit
merkezden
ishakpagsa Sarayi'na
gitmek icin
minibls ya da

taksi secenekleri
bulunuyor.

You may visit
ishakpaga Palace
from Dogubayazit
by minibus or taxi.

next. Those who suffer from claustrophobia will not enjoy
visiting the six-celled prison as, even if you stay only for a
few minutes, you can’t help feeling great pity and a sense
of unease for those people imprisoned here so long ago. The
most impressive buildings of the palace are secreted in the
second courtyard. Now Ishakpasa begins, bit by bit, to reveal
her treasures to the visitor.

To continue your journey of discovery you pass through a
ten metre-high doorway into an inner courtyard known as
the ‘enderun’. It’s only then that more hidden rooms begin
to show their faces. Behind closed doors in this courtyard
we find the mosque, harem, cookhouse, the library with

its very worn threshold, the mausoleum, council chamber
and the rooms of the palace servants and guests. One of the
first questions that springs to mind is ‘How did they heat
this huge stone building, situated on a steep escarpment in
the cold climate of Dogubayazit?’ This is another reason
why Ishakpasa is so different from its counterparts. It is
apparent from the empty spaces found in the hearths of
the rooms that Ishakpasa was heated by a central heating
system. Some have even say that Ishakpasa was the world’s
first building to implement a central heating system.

Even though we take such things for granted now, you

can imagine that in those days it would be considered an
architectural feat and a great luxury...
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oncesine dair hiilyalara strtkliyor. Selguklu mimari
geleneginin klasik bir 6rnegi olan kiimbet seklinde

insa edilmis sekizgen tiirbede Colak Abdi Pasa, Ishak
Pasa ve yakinlar1 yatiyor. Tag ocakli odalardan birinin
penceresinden agag1 dogru bakmak yiireginizi agziniza
getirmeye yetiyor. Zira Ishakpaga’nin kuzey, bati ve
guney cepheleri, vadiye dik ve meyilli oldugundan
sanki ugurumun kenarindaymigsiniz izlenimi veriyor.
Ayaklarinizin alinda, glines yer degistirdik¢e kirmizinmin
gesitli tonlarma biiriinen Dogubayazt... M.O. 800lii
yillarda Urartular zamaninda kuruldugu tahmin edilen
Eski Bayazit’tan kalan bir cami, mezar ve kale burcu
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1) SARAY
YAKINLARINDA
BULUNAN
AHMEDI HANi
TURBESI / AHMEDI
HANI'S TOMB
BY THE SIDE OF
PALACE

2) SARAY
YAKINLARINDAKI
OSMANLI
DONEMINDEN
KALAN BIR
MEZARLIK /

A CEMETERY
FROM THE
OTTAMAN
PERIOD BY THE
SIDE OF PALACE
3) AHMEDI HANi
CAMIi / AHMEDI
HANI MOSQUE

The part of the palace that saw the least destruction_from
natural disasters and conquests is the interior of the mosque,
the decoration of which draws you into dreams of three
centuries ago. In an octagonal mausoleum, a classic example
of the Seljuk architectural domed style lie Colak Abdi Pasa,
Ishak Pasa and their relatives.

Looking down from a window of one of the rooms with stone
hearths in is enough to bring your heart into your mouth.
The northern, western and southern flanks of the ishakpasa
Palace are built right above the valley, at an angle that
gives the impression of your being on top of a cliff. Below
your feet is Dogubayazit, swathed in varying reddish shades
that change in colour with the sun as it moves... Amidst

the steppe land stretching as far as the eye can see one

can also make out the remains of a mosque, cemetery and
castle bastion from Old Bayazit which was believed to have
been founded by the Urartus around the year 800 BCE. It’s

kalmtilari, goz alabildigine uzanan bozkirin i¢inden
26z kirpryor. Sikilmadan dakikalarca izleyebileceginiz
hayranhk uyandiric1 bu manzarayi, saray halkinin
bir yagam boyu izleme ayricaligina sahip olusuna
imrenmemek elde degil.

YAKIN CEVRE

Ne zaman ki sarayin tizerinizde yarattig: etkiden
kurtulursunuz, o zaman hi¢ ara vermeden yakin
gevreyi de dolagmaya koyulun. Saraya yakinhgina
gore Urartu Kalesi, Eski Bayazit Camii, Ahmedi
Hani Turbesi ve Camii, sizi tarihin sisli yollarina
strtiklemek icin bekleyen diger eserler olacak. Sirayla
ozetlersek, Urartu Kalesi, ismini igerideki kabartmali
Urartu mezarindan aliyor olsa da, yapim tarihi
bilinmiyor. I. Selim’in inga ettirdigi ve giiniimiize
¢ok az zararla ulagmig olan Bayazit Camii ve 1600’1i
yillarda yasayan, meshur ‘Mem u Zin’ hikayesinin
yazart Ahmedi Hani’nin tiirbest ise kaleye ylirtime
mesafesinde.

Zamanin Bayazit', simdinin Dogubayazit'ma
yalnizca Ishakpaga Sarayr’n1 gérmek igin bile gitmeye
deger. Goge degermigcesine hasmetle yiikselen bu
tarihi miras1 gérun, ona dokunun, onu hissedin.

Bu muhtesem saray size bagkalarimin anlatmasina
izin vermeyin; kapisini ¢alin ve sadece onun
anlatacaklarini dinleyin!

YUKSEKLERDE...

Dogubayazit'a 60
kilometre uzaklikta
ve 2.241 metre
yukseklikteki Balik
Golu ve gevresi,
Snemli bir kug ve
kelebek gozlem
alani. Ancak gdl,
asil inlnd sularinda
yagayan kirmizi
benekli alabaliga
borglu.

IONE OF THE
HIGHEST...

Situated 60
kilometres from
Dogubayazit and
2.241 metres above
sea-level, Lake Balik
and its surroundings
are the place

to observe

wildlife, birds and
butterflies. The lake
owes its fame to a
red spotted trout
found to inhabit its
waters.

possible to stand looking at this awe-inspiring view for a
long time without becoming tired of it and one can’t help
being envious of the inhabitants of this palace who had the
privilege of looking at it for a lifetime.

THE SURROUNDING AREA

As soon as you have woken up from the spell cast upon
you by the palace, you should immediately begin to
explore the surrounding area. In order of proximity

to the palace you will find the Urartu Castle, the Old
Bayazit Mosque as well as Ahmedi Hani’s mausoleum
and mosque, these buildings all waiting to take you on
a mist-filled historical journey. Let us take them one at
a time briefly. No-one knows the exact date when the
Urartu Castle, which takes its name from the embossed
graves from the time of the Urartus located within it. The
Bayazit Mosque was built by Sultan Selim the First and
has reached us today very much intact. The mausoleum
of Ahmedi Hani, author of the famous story of ‘Mem u
Zin’ was built in the 1600s. These buildings are within
walking distance of the castle.

It is even worth visiting Dogubayazit, formerly known as
Bayazit just to visit the Ishakpasa Palace alone. See, touch
and feel this historic legacy that soars in majesty until it
appears to be touching the sky. Don’t wait for others to tell
you about this majestic palace; go and knock upon its door
and listen only to what it whispers to you itself!
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1) URARTU
KALESI'NE CIKAN
DIK VE ZAHMETLI
YOLLAR/
ARDUOUS ROADS
CLIMBING TO THE
URARTU CASTLE

2) GORKEMLI

AGRI DAGI/
MAGNIFICENT
MOUNT AGRI

3) DOGUBAYAZIT'A
YAKIN KOYLERDE
YOL KENARINDA
KARSINIZA CIKAN
SEBZE SATICILARI /
AVEGETABLE
SELLER FROM A
SURROUNDING
VILLAGE TO
DOGUBAYAZIT ON
THE ROADSIDES

REHBER / GUIDE

Hotel Ararat

Merkezi konumu, bélgeyle ilgili
her tarlt bilgiyi vermeye hazir
personeli ve uygun fiyatlariyla
one ¢ikan otelde gondil
rahathgiyla konaklayabilirsiniz.

Centrally situated, the staff

are on hand to give you all the
information you will need about
the area. The hotel is well-
priced and you can stay here
with complete peace of mind.

Belediye Caddesi No: 16,
Dogubayazit-Agri
www. hotelararatturkey.com

Agnr Dagi’'na tirmanmaya
baglamadan énce dogada
kamp yapmay: diliyor ancak
konfordan da édiin vermek
istemiyorsaniz ishakpasa
Sarayi'nin hemen yanindaki
Murat Camping’e mutlaka
ugramalisiniz. Ayni zamanda bir
restorani da olan ve rehberlik
hizmeti veren Murat Camping,
tirmaniglariniz icin ideal bir
baglangi¢ noktasi.

If you are looking to set up
camp before setting off to
climb Mount Agri and you
don't want to cut corners on
comfort then you should visit
Murat Camping, located right
next to [shakpasa Palace. Murat
Camping has a restaurant and
offers a tour guide service, and
is a fine starting place for your
expeditions.

Ishakpasa Sarayi,
Dogubayazit-Agri

[Tamzara Turizm

Dogubayazit' bir rehber
esliginde kegfetmek
istiyorsaniz, mutlaka Tamzara
Turizm’e ugrayin. Yurlyusten
tirmaniga kadar, size en uygun
aktiviteyi sunacaklarindan emin
olabilirsiniz.

If you'd like to explore
Dogubayazit in the company
of a tour guide then definitely
drop by at Tamzara Tourism.
You can be rest-assured that
they will provide you with the
most appropriate activity for
you, from rambling to climbing.

Ismail Besikgi Caddesi
No: 147/C, Dogubayazit-Adri
www.mtararattour.com

lYoresel Yemek Evi

Yére kadinlarinin kurdugu bir
dernek tarafindan igletilen
restoranda, yéresel mutfagin
en lezzetli drneklerini uygun
fiyatlara bulabilirsiniz. Kirmizi
etiyle Unlti Dogubayazit'in
déner kebabindan tatmak icin
Yéresel Yemek Evi'nden daha
iyi bir tercih olamaz.

This restaurant is run by an
association formed by local
women and offers up the
most delicious examples of
local dishes at very reasonable
prices. You couldn't go to a
better place than the ‘Yéresel
Yemek Evi’ for a taste of
Dogubayazit's famous red-
meat Doner Kebab.

Ismail Besik¢i Caddesi,
Dogubayazit-Agri

Minderleri ve yer sofralariyla
geleneksel bir atmosferde
yoreye 6zgu yemekleri tatmak
istiyorsaniz Ehli Kebap sizin i¢in
dogru adres.

Ehli Kebap is the place to
visit if you want to taste the
local cuisine in a traditional
atmosphere, eating from
wooden tables on the floor,
sitting on cushions.

Ismail Besik¢i Caddesi No: 73,
Dogubayazit-Agri
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